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Family affair
TV host reveals the sweet way
she honours her late grandma  

The Fixer
 Choose the right shape, style

and finish in bathroom tiles  

Now you 
see it 

How we created a private oasis 
in a crowded neighbourhood

May 28, 2022

Snuggle up
Creamy caramels 

to cuddle close P16
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The Talbot family added a covered alfresco space to their backyard so they can 
enjoy the great outdoors all-year around, no matter the weather. 

Even in the cooler months, our love 
affair with outdoor living is 
showing no signs of waning. That 
is certainly the case for the Talbot 
family. Romney, his wife Candice 

and their children, James, 8, and Georgie, 5, 
are spending more time in their alfresco area 
than ever before, and imagine winter will 
happily be much of the same.

They had completely gutted and renovated 
their family home in Melbourne before they 
turned their attention to the backyard. 
Romney says they moved into their revamped 
home as Covid was causing havoc to their city 
with ongoing lockdowns. In turn, this fuelled 
the family’s need to get the alfresco and 
backyard sorted for their young children. 

 “At that time it was built around our kids 
needing a place to play and a place of us to 
relax. Plus, Candice really wanted a pool,” he 
says. Even though Melbourne is not known 
for it’s temperate climate, the family is 
undeterred and the pool is often heated to a 
balmy 30 degrees. 

“We always get in the pool, even on a half 
decent evening when it’s 17 degrees outside.”

A covered barbecue, seating area and mood 

lighting in the garden also sets the tone for 
comfortable alfresco entertaining.

Romney says with access to the backyard 
from the side of the property, guests hardly 
ever have a need to step into the house. 
Hence, the alfresco has become a welcoming 
space for their friends.

“It’s great because we have a close knit 
community and the back area is always in 
use,” he says.

Romney and Candice have also taken 
advantage of the backyard space, adding a 
gym and an infra-red sauna in the shed at the 
rear of the property. 

“It’s something we use a couple of times a 
week – it’s just a great way to chill out.”

“Even when the weather cools down, we 
enjoy eating outdoors and the louvred roof 
area is one the best things we invested in. It 
lets the sun in on a good day, but it can be 
shut to block out rain in inclement weather. 
For added measure, it’s also waterproof.”

Tennille Joy Burnup, of Tennille Joy 
Interiors, worked with Romney and Candice 
on their home renovation and alfresco and 
agrees the mechanical roof above the outdoor 
kitchen and dining will make all the difference 

INSPIRATION 

Enjoying the yard all year round
Words: Catherine Nikas-Boulos    Pictures: Rachel Winton 

Let’s take it outside   

An infra-red sauna and gym 
are housed in the shed. 
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Hence, the alfresco has become a welcoming 
space for their friends.

“It’s great because we have a close knit 
community and the back area is always in 
use,” he says.
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rear of the property. 

“It’s something we use a couple of times a 
week – it’s just a great way to chill out.”

“Even when the weather cools down, we 
enjoy eating outdoors and the louvred roof 
area is one the best things we invested in. It 
lets the sun in on a good day, but it can be 
shut to block out rain in inclement weather. 
For added measure, it’s also waterproof.”

Tennille Joy Burnup, of Tennille Joy 
Interiors, worked with Romney and Candice 
on their home renovation and alfresco and 
agrees the mechanical roof above the outdoor 
kitchen and dining will make all the difference 

Let’s take it outside   

An infra-red sauna and gym 
are housed in the shed. 

Alfresco 
must-haves 

to how they utilise the outdoor space come 
winter. “They are in Melbourne after all – it 
rains often,” she says. 

“The unknown of holding get-togethers in 
public places has really brought alfresco 
entertaining to the fore. It’s the best 
place to share time with family and 
friends, and they don’t need to trek 
through the house.”

Tennille used grey, white and 
timber to create a   contemporary 
alfresco for Romney and Candice, and 
highly recommends Mediterranean-
inspired textured materials that will look and 
feel warm and inviting in all seasons. 

“Bricks for paving is a really good option 
and people are also loving Breezeway bricks, 
which had been really popular in the ’50s, ’60s 
and ’70s. They are making a comeback 
because they are so practical and relatively 
affordable. They are also great for screening.” 

TAKE ME OUT 
 Aussies are truly stepping up their outdoor 
game, with around 79 per cent of Aussies 
planning to either make improvements or 

undertake new projects in their outdoor space 
in the coming months. 

The statistics have come from Adbri 
Masonry’s Great Australian Backyard Survey, 
with more than 2000 people having their say 
on the importance of their outdoor spaces and 
backyards. “More than ever, Aussies are 
loving spending time in their backyards, 
relaxing, gardening, entertaining, and 
cooking,” says landscaping expert and Adbri 
Masonry brand ambassador, Jason Hodges.

 “More than a third of us spend at least one 
hour a day in our backyard and if you are a 
family with kids, even more time as the 
backyard becomes a safe haven for playing 

and being active, as well as getting the 
kids off their devices.” 

Jason revealed the survey 
highlighted that entertaining remains 

one of the top three uses of the backyard.
 “The outdoors brings an entirely different 

dynamic to entertaining. It is a staple for every 
Aussie home because it adds a new dimension 
to how you can entertain while enhancing the 
appeal of your home. Outdoor dining areas 
allow homeowners to continue the meal 
experience in an enjoyable outdoor setting.” 

More than a third of us 
spend at least one hour a 

day in our backyard

Stay warm with this blanket that’s made from about 
recycled plastic bottles. Soft as wool, they’re machine 

washable and stain resistant.    $95. 
weavergreen.com.au

People are 
choosing to relax 
at home by 
transforming
unused outdoor 
areas into private 
retreats. 
adbrimasonary.com.au

In winter, the pool is 
warmed to a comfortable 

30 degrees.

Interior designer Tennille Joy 
Burnup

Invest in furnishings that 
can stay outdoors, even 

in wild weather. 
Bordeaux Teak weather 

resistant outdoor 
cushion are also water 

resistant. From $150. 
outdoorinteriors.com.au 

Just what you 
need to create a 
warm mood on a 

cool night
This outdoor fireplace 
and barbecue can burn 
different types of fuel. 
You can cook with 
charcoal, then put logs on 
and sit around the 
fireplace. St Moritz, 
$2399. buschbeck.com.au


